
WOMEN ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION OF TOPEKA

BYLAWS

(as amended _)

ARTICLE I

NAME

This association shaI be known as the women Attorneys Associat¡on of Topeka, a not-for-prof¡t
corporation.

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Association shall be as follows:

A' To promote the efficient admin¡strat¡on ofjust¡ce and the constant ¡mprovement ofthe law,
especially as ¡t relates to womeni

B. To encourage the advancement, education and support ofwomen in the regar profess¡ons;c' To encourage the part¡cipat¡on of women ¡n professional and bar organizations, particularly
at the comm¡ttee and off¡cer level;

D. To promote equality and socialjust¡ce for all people;
E. To promote relat¡ons between the legal profession and the public; and
F' To provide women attorneys with a support¡ve environment to network profess¡onary.

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Members.

The following persons may, upon payment of dues, become vot¡ng members of this Associat¡on:
1) persons licensed to practice law; 2) persons employed as lâw professors at any accredited Kansas law
school;3)

ex3min€+i€n€€€lica+ie+i4) students enrolled at any accredited Kansas law school. This would exclude a

Sect¡on 2. Honorary Members.

Ïhe Board of Directors may elect any person who has attained unusual distinction in the Bar or
on the Bench or has contributed s¡gnificantly to the enhancement of the legal profession, as an honorary



member ofthe Assoc¡at¡on. such des¡gnation shat ordinariry be reserved for speakers orguests fromother associations. Honorary members shat not be requirei to pay ei*rer dues or assessments.Honorary members shat be non-vot¡ng members unress such members choose and are quarified inactive membership.

ARTICTE IV

FEES AND DUES

The fiscar year of the Association sharr run from Jurv 1 to June 30 M€y++àfê.,€h.Ap'i}3e. Theannuar dues of members shafi be due on rq!¡May r or "äì"rr. rf derinquency in the payment of duescontinues unt¡r Aueust J$Be 1, such member shafl be stricken from the membership ro's. The Board ofDirectors, however, in its discretion may direct that the name of a derinquent member in a pârt¡curarcase remain on the membership rots for a ronger period of t¡me. upon payment ¡n fu, of the duesoutstanding, such derinquent member shal be reinstated. The amount of dues and fees shal beestablishedbytheBoardofDirector@'Newmembersjoinin8after
January g€+ob€r 1 shall pay one half of the applicable annual dues.

ARTICTE V

MEEETINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION

Section 1. Meetings.

.n.,,0"::_."ff:;::T:ï:1l::ïlïreastsixtimes.eachyear. rhedateandptaceofsuchmeet¡nss
u¡u¡¡ecrors%Þ.

Section 2. Annual Meeting.

The annuar meeting of the membersh¡p for the erection of the president-Erect, secretary andTreasurer shat be herd between June 1 and June 30 Apf+r-+and-M€y+of each year. rhe secretaryp¡geSecretary's desisnee shat marr writter retiee nrovide fe+mernotice ofthe meeting at reast fifteen (15)

::ijilJ"i"." @th the report orthe Nomínat¡ns

Section 3. Quorum and Majority.

Ten percent (10%) of the voting membership of the Assoc¡ation shat constitute a quorumnecessary for the transaction of business at any meeting. A majority of those present at a meeting sha'be sufficient for any action of the Association.

Section 4. Notice.

The membership must be advised in advance of the date, t¡me and prace of the monthryAssociation meeting, .nd
Association. rhe subject mater that ,il bu .on.iduã4i-iñãn, d"tait .hr. thlìãbffi ..n



reasonably ant¡c¡pate the alternat¡ves to be discussed and acted upon. Notice shall include, but not be

ARTICLE VI

OFFICERS AND DUTIES

Sect¡on 1. Officers.

The officers of the Association shall consist of a President, pres¡dent-Elect, secretary Treasurer,
and Past-President. A law student may not serve as president or president_Elect.

Section 2. Dut¡es of Officers.

A' President' The President shall preside over and call all meetings of the membershipand of
the Board of Directors, and execute the duties generaty attendant upon this posit¡on. rn
addition, the president shal be an ex-officio member of aI committees except the
Nom¡nating Committee. The president may appoint a parliamentarian.

B. President-Erect. The president-Erect shal perform dut¡esas ass¡gned bythe president or the
Board of Directors¿ endshall preside at all meetings of the Association and Board in the
absence of the president, €$+assist in aI of the president,s administrative duties, and sha
be the presidins member ofthe Nominatins comm¡ttee. The pres¡dent-Erect shal succeed
to the off¡ce of pres¡dent folow¡ng the compretion of the presidenfs term. rf the president
is unavailahlc tn ¡ôlÍ'ñlôrô +hô D.^.i¡^^+,- ¡^--r-.._ei:¡."¡cr_ r!rc rre5ioeni s fei.m, i¡ie 

'iesicicnt-Eiect 
shaii comp¡ete the

President's unexpired term as president and.3d!!!þ¡al¡L shat comprete the term for wh¡ch
elected as president.

c. secretary. The secretary shal keep detaired Minutes of a[ business meet¡ngs and meetings
of the Board of Directors and shal perform a[ other duties assigned by the president or the
Board of Directors.

means and make a record in the minutes for the next meetins of the Board of Directors.
D. Treasurer. The Treasurer shal have the duties customariry incident to that office incruding

the collection of dues, the deposit of the monies of the Association in a shawnee county,
Kansas, banlç and the keeping of a record of all money collected, deposited, and disbursed.
The Treasurer sharr report the Association's fìnanciar condition to the Board of Directors as
called upon by the President. The Treasurer shall pay all verif¡ed bills. The Treasurer shall
maintain records of all dues and forward a list of paid members to the Secretary. The
Treasurer shal maintain an ¡temized record in a permanent fire with arr receipts and
expenditures and provide a written report of the same to each regurar meeting of the Board
of Directors. The Treasurer sharr rerease to her successor, within thirty (30) daysafterthe
expiration of the term of offìce, all books, records and papers.

E' Past-President. The past-pres¡dent shall be the ¡mmediate past president ofthe Association
and shall perform duties as assigned by the president or Board of D¡rectors and shall



perform the duties ofthe president-Erect if the president-Erect 
is compreting an unexp¡redterm ofthe pres¡dent' At such time as the president-Erect corpì","r rn" president,s

unexp¡red term and a new president-Erect 
¡s erected, tt u p"rt-J*.i¿unt shalr comprete thenext term as past_president.

ARTICLE VII

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1. Membership.

A member of the Board of DirectQrs shall be a member of the Assoc¡ation and shall be entifledI to one vote' The Board shall consist of the Pres¡dent, the offìcers of the Association and chairpersons onI the stand¡ng committees' 
"*a+Jnu er"ria"ffiiîrr".oor"*, 

"*" 
Board. may designate up tothree (3) other committeJchairpersons to serve as D¡rectors.

Sect¡on 2. Duties.

The Board of D¡rectors sha, direct the affairs ofthe Associat¡on, and sha, be the por¡cy_makingbody of this Association' rt shat have alr the powe'norr"'irï"rauo in such a bod¡ subject to any ofthe l¡mitat¡ons in these Byraws, incruding but not ri,nit"a to ir,u po*er to deregate such of its duties as

ilti:j|il::i:: 
and responsible' and to appoint sucn aa r,oc.o"¡ttees on such as a basis as it may

I Section.3s. epeF.Meet¡ngs of the Board of Diredors.
I

I

I

¡ 
Bo.rd of Dir".tor, ,"u. if n"."rr"ru. b" .ondr.t"diìlfiãì¡. ,"rnr.

All meetings of the Board of Directors shall be open to the membership.

Arr records of such action and alr reports presented to the Board or to the officers sha, bepresented or recap¡tulated at such €pen_meeting.

Section€4. euorum.



Board is under no oblieation to endorse their inforinal action.

See+¡en+--¡¡et¡ee,

fr€frb€rsi

S€€+ion€-låvalida+ie+€fu€+iên=

Any 
".*i"a 

*"k"n bo ,h" """rd "f 
nir"a,"r, *hi.h ,, n"r¡n a".pli"a." n i*h S"*¡"n. 2 3, 

"ad 
,

?b6ve, shell be void ah in¡tio withsst further ê€Èiên b..an., parÈ)4

€€ñptiâfl€e+iithth€se+yb

Sect¡on+5. Act¡on by the Membersh¡p.

The membership may take action on beharf ofthe Association as folows:

A. Referral. The Board of Directors may refer any question which is not prohibited by these
Bylaws to the membership. Upon the vote of the membership, which vote shall be by a
majority of the active members present at any regularly scheduled membership meeting
such action shall be deemed to have been taken b¡ and binding upon, the Board of
D¡rectors.

B' Resolution. the memberihip may pass such resorutions as it may desire, by a major¡ty vote
of those active members present at any regurarry schedured membersh¡p meeting provided
such act¡on courd have been taken by the Board of Directors or is not otherwise prohibited
by these Bylaws.

c' veto' Any action taken by the Board of Directors may be vetoed by the membership þy*ritt"n uot". *h¡.h ..u b" 
"..or0lirh.d bV 

"l"droni. 
.""nr, ,nith¡"*+,ê}.(6g)'.J"y*+s"

aaæ+++¡++ae+ø¡-by a majority vote of the members of this Association. Such veto¡þl!þq
within sixtv (60) davs ofthe date ofthe action@
cehedujedmenberst¡ip meeting, sr may ern wr;ting,by utili.ing -nd shall utilize the
following form:

"1, --=. .. - 
do hereby vote to veto the action taken on

of Directors, which action provided as follows:

(Specify the action)

by the Board



I oate: Signature

Any act¡on thus vetoed by the membership may not be reconsidered by the Board of
Directors until passage of six (6) months from the date of the veto, except that such action
may be reconsidered by referral as set forth In part A of this section.

ARTICLE VIII

COMMITTEES

Section 1. Standing Committees.

The Association shall have the following comm¡ttees:

A. Bytawsl[¡qh iyq5.
B. Program.

C. NewsletterÆeEÊe
D. Career Development and Network¡ng.
E. Membersh¡p Development.

r. n+e$vesl¡W44 tþ¡q!.
lì DIhl¡-D^l-+i^--./r¡,^L-:.-

, ¡r¿_!I.g!11!9,

H. Young Lawyers.

l. Social.

Section 2. Other Comm¡ttees.

The President, w¡th the approvar of a majority of the Board of Directors, may appoint cFea+€
such other committees from time to time aåd{üb€€mfi+tte+as may be necessarv to carrv on¡eqr+içec
+e-eeeemplishthe purpose of the Association.

Section 3. Appo¡ntment of Cha¡rs.

The President, w¡th the approvar of the officers, shafl appoint chairs of aI comm¡ttees and
subcomm¡ttees to serve durinF that president,s elected term.

Sect¡on 4. Membership.

Membership on comm¡ttees specified by Article vlll of these Bylaws shall be voluntary and shall
be given to any member and shafl not require the approvar of the Board of Directors, any officer, or
Committee Chair.



Section 5. Duties and procedures.

The membership of each committee shall define the duties of the comm¡ttee subject to the
approval ofthe Board of Directors. The Board of Direc

¡t€-e€t+vities;wh ,F€!n€+in furtherance ofthe purposes ofthe Association. +h€-B€€c_€{Ðire€t€Ì5

@

determine to be in the Assoc¡ation,s interests.

ARTICLE IX

TERMS OF OFFICE

Each off¡cer and D¡rector of this Associat¡on shal serve for one (1) year from May_þ[l. rn the
case of those officers erected or appointed midterm, they sha[ serve unt¡r+4€y+_lune 3q. No person
shall hold the same office or cha¡r the same committee of this Association for more than two (2)
consecutive terms.

ARTICLE X

NOMINATIONS AND ETECTIONS

fhs +Nominating Committee
to aporoval of a maioritv of the Board of Directors, appoint €f-no more than five (5) additional members.

fne
committee shall nominate candidates for Pres¡dent-Elect, secretary and rreasurer to be elected at the
Annual Meeting and report nominations to the membership in the Annuar Meeting not¡ce. other
nominat¡ons may be made from the floor at the Annual Meeting.

Section 2. Elections.

The Membership shall elect the President-Elect, secretary and Treasurer at the Annual Meeting.
The officers'terms shall commence at the start ofthe fiscalyear. lfthere is more than one nomination
to any office, the election shall be by wr¡tten ballot.

ARTICLE XI

VACANCIES

The President shalr fiI vacancies by appointment, subject to the approvar of a major¡ty of the
Board of Directors. Appointment shall be for the unexpired term.



, ARTICLE XII

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

Matters of procedure at any meet¡ng of the membership or of the Board of Directors shallfollow rules which may be adopted by the Board of D¡rectors. lf no rules of procedure have beenadopted, then the most recent ed¡t¡on of Robert's Rures of order. Newrv Rev¡sed shaI be theparliamentary authority for this Association.

ARTICLE XIII

BYLAWS

The Byraws may be amended by a majority vote of the members present at the regurarmembership meeting, provided that members are given at least fifteen (15) days notice of the substanceof the proposed amendment to be voted upon at the next regular membersh¡p meeting.

ARTICLE XIV

DISSOLUTION

upon the dissorution of this corporation, the governing board shat, after paying or makingprovision for the payment of aI riab¡rit¡es of the corporation, dispose of aI of the assets of thecorporation exclusively for the purposes of the corporation, in such manner, to such organization ororganizations organized or operated excrusivery as an exempt organ¡zat¡on or organ¡zations underSection 501(cX3) (6) of the tnternal Revenue Codê rìf J_qs¿ 1oaÂ r^. +h^ -^,-^--^ - r,.-
future un¡ted srates taw), as the gouurnine uo;¿ rh";;";"ff"::';;;ä.il:r:i:,i.i;::#ilt",
shall be disposed of by the District court in the county which the principal office of the corporation ¡sthen located, exclusively for such purposes.


